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Site Description   

Wastes and Volumes  

The site has been divided into five operable units to facilitate timely remediation:

! #1 Single Family Residential Area:  6,800 properties were surveyed by TNRCC in 1993 to
determine which might have waste slag or battery chips.  420 properties cleaned up concluding in
1994 under Removal Authorities.

! #2 Dallas Public Housing Authority: Under an Administrative Order on Consent with EPA, the
Dallas Housing Authority began in July, 1994, the demolition of 167 multi-family buildings and
Removal of lead contaminated materials  equivalent to the single family residential efforts.  The
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cleanup was completed in April 1995.

! #3 Former Landfills:  Under study.  Preparing remedial investigation and feasibility reports.

! #4 Former Smelter and #5 Other Industrial Properties: Initial field investigation results indicated:

500 drums of spent battery acid, slag, and dust; 55 containers of laboratory chemicals; 1,800 cubic

yards of loose contaminated debris.  All were shipped off-site for treatment/disposal under a

removal action, completed in July 1995.  The other portions of Operable Unit #4 (i.e. buildings,

structures, stack, soils, etc.) will be addressed in the final remedy documented in a Record of

Decision (ROD) signed February 28, 1996.  A ROD is planned for the Spring of 1997 to address

the remaining portions of Operable Unit #5.

Site Assessment and Ranking  

NPL LISTING HISTORY
Site HRS Score: 50.00

Proposed Date: 5/10/93
Final Date: 9/29/95

NPL Update: No. 14

Site Map and Diagram  
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The Remediation Process  
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community members, the public comment period was extended an additional 30 days through June

14, 1996.  EPA is currently evaluating and responding to comments received.  The proposed

deletion is only for the residential locations and does not affect the status of disposal/landfill

locations, smelter facility, and former process facility, OUs No. 3, 4, and 5, which will remain on

the NPL.

! The RI and FS for OU No. 5 were completed in April 1996.  The Proposed Plan was released to

the public for the 30-day public comment period on June 18, 1996.  At the request of the

community, the public comment period was extended an additional 30 days through August 16,

1996.  EPA is currently responding to comments received and is scheduled to sign the Record of

Decision in early 1997.

  

! The RI and FS for OU No. 3 were completed in 1996.  The Proposed Plan will be submitted for

public review and comments in early 1997 and the Record of Decision is scheduled for signature

by September 1997.

Record of Decision  

Operable Units 1 & 2:  May 9, 1995
Operable Unit No. 4:  February 28, 1996
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Community Involvement  

! Community Relations Plan:  12/91
! Open houses and workshops:  12/91, 6/93, 7/93, 9/93, 11/93, 1/94, 3/94, 6/94, 11/94, 4/96
! Public Meetings:  Proposed Plan on OU 1 and OU 2 on 12/94; radio public meetings on 1/95,

5/95, 4/96, 7/96 
! Bilingual Team appointed; photographs and responsibilities published 7/93; updated 11/94
! Milestone Fact Sheets:  12/91, 5/93, 6/93, 7/93, 10/93, 1/94, 3/94, 8/94, 9/94 & 10/94 (EE/CA),

11/94 (Prop. Plans, OUs #1 & #2), 6/95 (ROD, OUs 1 & 2), 9/95 (NPL-Final)
! Satellite office established 6/93.
! Citizens on site mailing list:  800
! Constituency Interest: Some very vocal and concerned citizen groups concerned about

Environmental Justice issues, distrust of government (all levels), recompensation for past
exposure, jobs and economic development.  

! Site Repository:  Dallas Public Library
West Branch
2332 Singleton Blvd. 
Dallas, TX 75212

Technical Assistance Grant   

! Availability Notice:  5/92 - Re-advertised 12/92 

! Letters of Intent Received: People's Environmental Action Coordinating Education (PEACE) -
6/92 (only response).

! Final Application Received:  5/5/93

! Grant Award:  5/20/93 (only 10 days after the site was proposed to the NPL, earliest Technical
Assistance Grant award in program)

! Current Status:  PEACE is open to other groups in West Dallas by offering board of director seats
to representatives of these groups.  Technical Advisor selected 3/94.  
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Fiscal and Program Management  

Present Status and Issues  

! Utilizing Lightning ROD techniques; decision making accelerated 3-5 years.

! This is one of Region 6's highest priority Environmental Justice sites.  Population affected is low
income, and predominantly minority.  The RSR site is only one of a plethora of other
environmental problems (e.g. parts of the city have nearly 50% of homes with leaded paint) and
other social issues.  Challenge for EPA is to bring all other responsible governmental entities to
the "table" to address societal problems.

Benefits   

! Residential Areas  Removal Actions have cleaned up 420 single family residential properties and
167 multifamily buildings.  All residential soils of West Dallas now have less than 500 ppm lead
from RSR unless the owner did not grant access.  Some 559 children were tested for blood lead
levels and 372 household were sampled (soils, paints, tap water, dust).  As a result of the smelter
shut down, cleanups conducted in the mid 1980s and EPA's extensive cleanup recently completed
blood lead levels in west Dallas are now below the national averages.  Twenty other metals were
also analyzed (e.g., antimony, copper, zinc, silver, etc.) and all were found to be at safe or
undetectable levels.

! Industrial Areas  Studies and plans are under way.  Removal action completed in July 1995 to
address over 500 waste drums, 72 residual/debris piles and 50 laboratory containers.  The
Remedial Design to address remaining contamination on OU No. 4 is completed.  Once the
Remedial Action on OU No. 4 is completed the sources of contamination will be eliminated. 
Plans to address the contamination at the other industrial areas (OU Nos. 3 and 5) are being
evaluated.


